Co-ordination of diabetes care in the primary and the secondary health care system in Denmark. Danish National Board of Health.
In Denmark the co-operation between the primary and secondary health care system is organized through referrals. Recommendations for improving interaction between the diabetes team (diabetologists, diabetes nurses, dietitians, chiropodists etc.) at the diabetes clinic, and general practice have been prepared by a working party for the Danish National Board of Health. General recommendations: (a) Appointment of a liaison committee in each county consisting of general practitioners (GPs), diabetologists, administrators, etc. (b) Employment of a GP at the diabetes clinic to take care of improving communication, teaching, research, quality assessment, etc. (c) Referral of all newly diagnosed patients with Type 1 diabetes and younger or complicated patients with Type 2 diabetes to the diabetes clinic. More far-reaching forms of co-operation to be discussed in the liaison committees include: (a) Based upon his own knowledge of where to look for help to solve a specific health problem, the diabetic patient may on his own initiative consult either the diabetes clinic or general practice. (b) Provision of access to consult the diabetes nurse/dietitian at the diabetes clinic for instruction without a formal referral. (c) Patients treated solely in general practice and thus unknown to the diabetes clinic may be referred or reported systematically to the diabetes clinic.